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Established in May 2006 through funding from the Federal Highway Administration( FHWA), the National Center for Safe Routes to School (National Center) assists communities in enabling and encouraging children to safely walk and bicycle to school. Located at the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, the National Center provides promotion, technical assistance and training to state and local safe routes to school (SRTS) programs.  It also conducts tracking, data collection, and evaluation activities to document the progress and effectiveness of SRTS. For more information, visit www.saferoutesinfo.org. 
Federal Program Update
· Approximately $711 million has been spent or announced for SRTS programs, which is approximately 73% of available funds post-rescission. 

· All States and the District of Columbia have announced funding for local and/or statewide SRTS programs. 

· At least 12,382 schools are participating in State-funded SRTS programs. 
· Student travel data have been submitted by 6,697 schools in 50 States and D.C. (as of 1/5/2012).
· 129,458 student travel forms and 745,550 parent surveys are in the database (as of 1/5/2012). 
· In its 14th year, U.S. participation in Walk to School Day reached a record high of more than 4,000 registered events.
Recent Research Reports
Considerations for Conducting a Crash-based Evaluation of the Federal Safe Routes to School Program: A Feasibility Study. Findings of this report are based on what has been learned in prior attempts to evaluate SRTS safety effects, good evaluation practices from other safety areas, calculations concerning needed sample sizes, and evaluating crashes using actual jurisdictions in three states. 
Evaluation Plan for the Federal SRTS Program. The plan is rooted in recommendations from a 30 member Expert Roundtable. It includes process and outcome measures and data collection systems necessary to conduct the evaluation.   

Federal Safe Routes to School Program Progress Report. It describes how federal and state agencies met the requirements of the legislation; the program’s reach and types of projects funded; and an overview of how state programs are administered.

How Children Get to School: School Travel Patterns from 1969 to 2009. Using data from the 2001 and 2009 National Household Travel Survey (NHTS) and the 1969 and 1995 Nationwide Personal Transportation Surveys (NPTS), the report describes how student school travel in the U.S. changed from 1969 through 2009. 
Shifting Modes: A Comparative Analysis of Safe Routes to School Program Elements and Travel Mode Outcomes.  Using student travel data and interviews with local SRTS coordinators, the report presents a case study of six schools with SRTS programs to identify school-level dynamics that underlie SRTS planning and program implementation and their relationship to mode selection.  
Safe Routes to School Noteworthy Practices Guide: A Compendium of State SRTS Program Practices. AASHTO produced this guide, in partnership with the National Center, that documents noteworthy state SRTS program practices. 
For a more complete list of SRTS activities and all FHWA pedestrian and bicycle activities, see the FHWA Pedestrian and Bicycle Program Activities Report available at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bikeped/trb2012.htm.
Interactive map locates SRTS programs by state, county or congressional district 

In 2011,  the National Center developed an interactive map that enables users to search the list of federally funded SRTS projects by state, county, congressional district, project year, amounts and recipient schools. The map is featured on the home page of saferoutesinfo.org. 
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First National Bike to School Day to launch on May 9th, 2012
This year the National Center is planning a first-ever national Bike to School Day on May 9, 2012, as a part of the League of American Bicyclists’ National Bike Month. The event builds on the popularity of Walk to School Day, which is celebrated across the country – and the world – each October, and encourages a bike-focused celebration in May. Many communities and schools have been holding spring walk and bicycle to school events for years, and the National Center is expanding its current event planning resources and tools to help coordinate and support a national Bike to School Day. 

Bookmark www.walktoschool.org and prepare to switch gears to Bike to School Day this May. A new website will be unveiled in April with more information about Bike to School Day and new event planning resources and tools, including a new GIS-powered walking and biking route mapping tool. 
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