Title: Synthesis of Pedestrian Infrastructure Assessment Methods and Tools 
Scope (7500 characters): As awareness of the link between transportation and other disciplines continues to grow, the interest in measuring and evaluating the pedestrian environment will continue to increase. Over the past several years, tools and methods ranging from informal checklists to detailed engineering-level analyses have been developed with the intent of evaluating the walking environment. These methods vary in their purpose, degree of formality, number and types of factors included, data collection processes, and geographic scope. Accordingly, each tool has specific uses, pros and cons, and limitations. However, many transportation professionals are unaware that such tools exist, and furthermore do not have an easy way to determine which tool is appropriate in a given context. This project would document the range of tools and methods in use and establish guidelines as to the appropriateness of each under differing circumstances. Particular attention should be given to data collection requirements, and the relationship between the data and intended uses. 

The objective of the synthesis document is to provide a convenient resource that would summarize the most important pedestrian infrastructure assessment methods and tools and to succinctly describe their data requirements. The benefit of the resource is that it would serve as a point of entry into the pedestrian infrastructure assessment/evaluation process, and would allow practitioners to quickly identify an appropriate tool for their needs. Following from the mindset that “what gets measured, gets done”, wider knowledge and application of pedestrian infrastructure assessment methods would cause the needs of pedestrians to be considered more prominently in infrastructure projects. Additionally, planners and designers would be able to more easily incorporate pedestrian facility data requirements into the early stages of a project. 

Specific components of the project could include:

· Literature review of pedestrian infrastructure assessment methods and tools.

· Description of the appropriate target audience, intended use, pros and cons, data requirements, and limitations of each tool or method. 

· Description of the legal and/or professional aspects of each tool or method (e.g., is the method supported by the relevant professional associations? Does the method play a formal role in transportation decision making?).

· Brief description of a successful application of each tool or method.

· Identification of gaps and needs in the overall pedestrian infrastructure assessment toolkit.
The payoff for this project would come in the form of better decision-making related to the pedestrian environment, more efficient project implementation (identifying data needs up-front), and increased utilization of existing tools. To the extent that infrastructure assessment methods may result in an improved pedestrian environment, safety, public health, and environmental benefits would also be realized.   
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