USP 465/565
PROJECT DESCRIPTION ▪ FALL 2009
Project Overview

The project for this course is intended to foster a deeper understanding of bicycle and pedestrian travel through a field project in which you will explore how facilities are perceived and/or used.  You will work in teams of two and select a topic bicycle or pedestrian research topic with a practical focus that will be useful to planners, engineers, policy-makers, or advocates.  You also gain experience writing research reports and conducting literature reviews. You will submit two sections of the paper at mid-points in the term to serve as check-in points and provide feedback on your progress.  

I encourage to you to be creative in your approach to this project and think about information that you think would be useful to those planning, designing or advocating for bicycle and pedestrian improvements.  You may conduct your research anywhere in the metropolitan region; it does not need to occur within the City of Portland.  Possible project topics include, but are not limited to:

· intercept surveys and counts of trail users
· pedestrian and bicycle counts on bike boulevards

· resident surveys of perceptions of living on bicycle boulevards

· business owner surveys of perceptions of bicycle parking/bike corrals in business districts

· pedestrian counts and surveys in neighborhood commercial districts
Project Proposal

DUE:  Tuesday, October 6
Each team will submit a brief (one-page) proposal for your project.  The proposal should include the questions you would like to answer, the location for research (be as specific as possible), the proposed methods, and how you anticipate the results being used by a planner, engineer, policy-maker or advocate.
Literature Review & References 
DUE:  Tuesday, October 20

You will conduct a review of the relevant literature for your project.  This will include a review of any studies on the same topic, including the methods, results and uses for the data.  Literature can include peer-reviewed journals, practice journals and planning documents issued by government agencies.  The literature review should also discuss the lack of research or data needs identified by others and include a list of references cited. Please describe the methods you used to identify the literature (such as data bases searched, key words used, etc.) and use either MLA or APA style for citations and reference listings.  Approximate length:  5-7 pages.
Methods
 
DUE:  Tuesday, October 27

In this section, you will describe your research/data collection in detail.  This should include:

· method(s) of data collection and rationale for using them
· locations, times and days for data collection and rationale for your choices
· draft of your data collection form(s) such as survey questions, counting instrument, etc.

· number of surveys, counts, etc. you hope to complete
· discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of your proposed methods, which should include citations of other studies or planning processes that have used similar methods and their conclusions

Final Paper
 
DUE:  Tuesday, December 1

Your final paper will be organized into the primary sections of a research paper described below:
Abstract

A 1-2 paragraph overview of the purpose of your project and primary finding(s).

Introduction
A 1-2 page introduction to your project that should include the purpose of your project, why it is important and how the information can be used. 
Literature Review

You will be expected to revise your literature review based on comments received from the first version turned in and include in your final paper.

Methods

You will be expected to revise your methods section based on comments received from the first version turned in and include in your final paper.

Results

This is the section where you will present the results of your research. This is primarily the data from your research which can be presented in tables.  Please label all figures and tables, and cross reference them in the text.
Discussion and Conclusions
In this section, you can discuss and interpret your findings, and how they can be used to support policy, planning and/or design decisions.
References
Please provide a complete list of references in either APA or MLA format, and used proper citation format in the text.
Project Presentations
DUE: Tuesday, December 1
Each team will give 5-7 minute presentation of their project.  The presentation should include a brief introduction that describes the purpose of your research, your methods and the location or site of your research.  The majority of the presentation should highlight your findings and conclusions.  Each team should use powerpoint to illustrate the main points of your work.
Formatting for Written Assignments
Written assignments should be formatted with the following:

· One inch (1”) margins on all sides

· 12 point font

· Double-spaced

· Double-sided

· Name(s) in upper right hand corner

· Stapled in upper left corner

· No plastic or card stock covers, no binding

Criteria for Grading Written Assignments
Written assignments are graded based on both the content (thoroughness, clarity, completeness, depth, substantiated) and the style and organization (grammar, spelling, editing, cohesion, clarity, creativity, APA style and bibliographic resources). Content will account for 90% of the grade. Grammar, style and organization will account for 10%. 

1. Clear and understandable organizational structure
2. Logical transitions between ideas and sections
3. Overall cohesion of content and writing style
4. Interesting, independent and creative ideas 

5. Well supported and documented arguments 

6. Appropriate use of citations and references 

7. Correct spelling, punctuation and use of grammar
Criteria for Grading Presentations
Presentations will be evaluated on technical criteria.  While you are not expected to be a polished public speaker, another part of professional life is verbally sharing information with others.  Presentation mechanics will be evaluated based on the evidence of your preparation, organization of the information, usefulness and readability of your powerpoint graphics, and your team’s ability to present within the time frame given.
Potential Points for Each Section

Project Proposal 
5 points

Literature Review
15 points

Methodology Description 
15 points

Final Paper 
50 points

Final Presentation 
15 points

     TOTAL
100 points 

Late Assignments
Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Late assignments will be marked down one point per day, including weekends, from the grade you would have earned.  This includes assignments turned in at the end of class or after 5:00 p.m. on subsequent day.
Plagerism
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. You must cite all of your sources in your work. Please review this web site about citations: http://www.lib.pdx.edu/instruction/survivalguide/writeandcitemain.htm
