SYLLABUS

Introduction to Bicycle Planning

UPP 493, May 19 – June 9, 2010

University of Illinois at Chicago

Instructors: 
Ben Gomberg (bgomberg@cityofchicago.org)  

Ed Barsotti (ed@bikelib.org)

This course will introduce students to the technical aspects and real-life issues of bicycle planning. The course will familiarize students with bicycle planning tools, relevant national standards, best practices, political issues and policy techniques, available funding sources, and implementation strategies.
Through presentations by key players, readings, a group project, a field trip, and discussion, you will gain a greater understanding on how to change transportation preferences in cities. The group project is to prepare a bicycle plan for a Chicago ward or suburb, with a formal presentation to your client and classmates.
The class will meet in four evening sessions between 6:00 and 9:00 pm. 

May 19 – Introductions; course overview



· Why bicycling should be encouraged
· Why bicycling is not encouraged
· Who bicycles, who doesn’t, who might
· Best ways to encourage bicycling

· One World Two Wheels video
· How to bicycle safely
· Field trip

· Class assignment

May 24 or 25 – Field Trip




May 26 – Planning and Implementation - General


· Municipal bike planning – process
· On-road and off-road bikeway types
· Planning tools and bike network guidelines
· Other bicycle infrastructure
· Non-infrastructure programs
· Implementation – policies, grants, and tips
June 2 – Planning and Implementation in Chicago

· Why prepare plans?
· The Bike 2000 Plan

· The Bike 2015 Plan
· Streets for Cycling Plan
· Chicago Trails Plan
· CMAP plans: Soles & Spokes; Greenways
· Best practices in other cities (Seattle & Portland)
· Discussion and exercise 
June 9 – Plan Presentations; Wrap-up 

· Group plan presentations and discussion
· Professional opportunities in planning for bicycle use
· Wrap-up; evaluation
GRADING:  

· Attendance and participation 25%
· Group project (written report and oral presentation) – 75% 
INSTRUCTORS:  

Ben Gomberg is the Bicycle Program Coordinator at the Chicago Department of Transportation. 
Ed Barsotti is the Executive Director of the non-profit League of Illinois Bicyclists, a bicycle advocacy organization that has served as consultant on a dozen local bike plans. 
REQUIRED READINGS:  

· May 19 – Introduction; Overview
·        Chicago Bicycle Users Survey Report, Executive Summary and pages 8 - 29 http://www.chicagobikes.org/pdf/cdot_bicycle_survey_draftfinal.pdf
·  
Portland Bicycle Survey   http://www.portlandonline.com/TRANSPORTATION/index.cfm?c=34816&a=159994
· May 24 or 25 – Field Trip
·       Student Cycling in Chicago, pages 15 -22
· May 26 – Planning and Implementation – General
·        Federal Highway Administration University Course on Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation, chapters 1*, 2*, 3.1-3.6 (bike sections), 4, 7*, 13-15, 17*-19*, 24* (* - optional) www.tfhrc.gov/safety/pedbike/pubs/05085
·        Guide to Municipal Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning

http://www.bikelib.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/BikePedPlanningGuide.pdf
·        Bicycle Level of Service calculator http://www.bikelib.org/roads/blos/losform.htm
·        Bicycle Friendly Community application, Part 2 (optional)

Iwww.bikeleague.org/programs/bicyclefriendlyamerica/pdfs/bfc_part_ii_application.pdf 
· June 2 – Planning and Implementation in Chicago

 
 ·      The Bike 2015 Plan - http://bike2015plan.org/
 ·      Seattle Bicycle Master Plan 
· http://www.cityofseattle.net/transportation/docs/bmp/final/ExecutiveSummary.pdf
· http://www.cityofseattle.net/transportation/docs/bmp/final/Chapter6.pdf
· http://www.cityofseattle.net/transportation/docs/bmp/final/Chapter7.pdf
·   Portland Bicycle Plan 
· ftp://ftp02.portlandoregon.gov/PBOT/Bicycle_Plan_for_2030/Plan_Documents/Individual_Sections/PBP_Vision_and_Executive_Summary.pdf
· ftp://ftp02.portlandoregon.gov/PBOT/Bicycle_Plan_for_2030/Plan_Documents/Individual_Sections/PBP_PartFive.pdf * (optional)
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